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This resource pack is to help you find your way through the World War One displays at

Newarke Houses Museum and hopefully, to make learning about a harrowing part of
history a little more fun.

Included in the pack are activities to do in the museum and at home.

Trail answers are available to collect from the museum’s reception.

1. Gallery Trail
2. Trench Trail -
3. Censoring a Letter activity

4. Life in the Trench activity
5. Trench colouring in picture
6. Making a Periscope

7. Periscope Template
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www.sdsa.net/ww1-spsf
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1. Find this helmet
What caused this hole?

2. Can you find out what this
tool would have been used for?

Write your answer here:

Find the German Maxim gun
at the beginning of the trench

and start the trail here

— .

5. Soldiers had to do
their own washing, sewing
and mending.

What did they call this sewing kit?

3. Find the dog called ‘Rats’. 4. What is this object called?

Why did soldiers keep dogs in What was it used for?
the trenches?

6. To pass the time 7. Who did this tunic 8. Children were
in the trenches, some belong to? encouraged to raise money
soldiers made ‘trench art’ Which organisation did the and send gifts to troops to
e ehnlleabean owner of this tunic belong to? show support.
made in to? What did the organisation do What was this bag used for?
during the war?

Find Eric Pochin's photograph
album and look at the intricate
drawings in Walter Anson's
sketchbook.
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EXPLORE THE TRENSH ANT THE SUGOUT:
1. At the entrance to the trench read the information about the four soldiers below.
You will discover the fate of these soldiers as you exit the trench.

2. As you walk through the trench look for 5. Find the word ‘bandoliers’ on wooden
this notice: ‘Watch Out For Trench Foot'. boxes?

What do you think ‘trench foot’ is? What do you think bandoliers are?
What would have caused it?

6. Enter the dugout and look for the sign

3. Look through the periscope. that says ‘Lice About.’

Why was it better to look through this than ~ What are lice?
to lift your head up above the trench? Why would they have been a problem?

4. Can you see the sandbags? el

What were they used for? o nickname for The \
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7. Why do you think it would have been 8. Look for the tin can in the trench.
smelly in the trench? Fresh food was difficult to get and most
Write down 3 different smells soldiers food was eaten cold. Tinned corned beef
would experience. was popular. What did the soldiers call
The 'Life in the Trenches’ file in the dugout  this? (Clue — look in the 'Life in the
(page 3) might help. Trenches'’ file in the dugout for the answer).

9. Write down the fate of the four soldiers listed at the

beginning of the trail.
Lance
T -1
Edward
chapman .................................................................................................................

Private
FranCisS = svereeresserssrorsersmrersarersersssersernserassesanrsssersasersarasaaransarsaransaransaranrsnsaranrarannannaras
William
.]e“.ey .................................................................................................................

Second
Lieutenant
Joseph
11T 570 ) T N

L8 01 = 1
Charles
|(night0n .................................................................................................................
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THEIR-FAMILES:

Soldiers in the trenches used to write
home to their families. Every week about
12 million letters and postcards were sent.

There were some things they were not
allowed to write about and officers would
check letters before they were posted.

They couldn’t write about anything that
might help the enemy, like movement of
soldiers and plans to attack. They couldn't
complain a lot about life in the trenches or
tell people about battle plans that had
gone wrong in case people at home started
to grumble about the war.

Read this letter and pretend to be an
officer - cross out anything the soldier is
not allowed to say.

B i~ . Q L October 1915 '.
Mother. arst Dad |
'--'ngf -  Just anete fe lel ‘
Yy pow brow that Im a/rz'jAé éfoc[;'
Ravoverqgone is _graué‘éaﬁ,_ﬁéfé :

Y Il% 7aining Ak A& time and I
B cant qedorg. The . vod /s
Se Corrible! Yéﬁ?‘e’rﬁ’dgi_ ére we’r%
& maggots. in m co?ea’Aéeﬁ 5
P* How'’s Tom doihg at Schoot -
Zﬁ?ﬁ’ the calt A 5? her kitltens yers.
2 The. Sergéant Says ooér éﬂ;g ans
il s bring on Saturday
_h;:arm‘g Jsi_ufz wmight be atzgaéz
B Yo German (renchAls. T /‘mfzé no¥
B ere almost :50./:_.0/.'_ toilet

D paplsr again. lﬂ/éaS’E;lJ.Sé.(ld,S’oMe.
> 7 rnext paorced. :

= _%&dz;am,_#fw&_.j%m s are
0 going, the Gernians wWill Win

= - A

-'__E “Fhis war So we 1 At as we{j_
by come Aome.
™ Any WAaY. ., LU k_ﬁﬁ,ez #my Aead |

dSWA !l yeer loving Soa
7 jﬁ'&ck, |

This is part of a letter written by Private
Arthur Trolley. If you find the black flipbook
in the World War One Gallery, you can read
all of his letters.

Dear Mother and Dad,

Just & feco more lines 4o et gou knocw Hat T
arn stidl. guite allright:

We are still in a barn bud of cowrse ce man
be moved at anyy moment

T &5 & lot beter Hhan Hhe other barn coe OGS
b because during e wight & cons nothing

to have & feco rats run over vou. Sl coe soon
5&(‘ used to Hem and coe take o notice....

i 504' Lu.(.u,ls parcel Quul'e aﬂmﬁfr\:l-

Hoeo is érQaAqS, s she 5&"'{'&\5 o coeld st
school?....

Well, T coild be dosing now and T hope that
Dad tas plenty of cork because T shadd

be 5lad cohen T get back o & again. il coe
st keep cheerful, He conr s bownd

‘l-o be over Sow»eclau’....

Sadly, Private Trolley was killed the next
day.

Now write your own letter on the trench
notepaper. Be careful what you write
about.
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OF LiFEIN THE TRENSHES.

Add to this drawing things a soldier might have seen.
You could include: Barbed wire, sandbags, tools, weapons or rats




Colourin
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Periscopes are optical instruments and are
used to see things beyond the line of vision.

In the trenches they were used to see
around corners and over walls so soldiers
did not have to expose their head to the
enemy. They could spy on the enemy and
not be seen.

A periscope uses mirrors to reflect the
light from the object around the corner
and into your eye.

Read the true story below to find out why
it was dangerous to lift your head above
the trench.

MY GRANDF ATHER FOUND QUT THE HARD WAYI

His friend wasn't feeling well and my grandfather
offered to do night sentry duty for him (he also
‘wanted to try out his friend's new rifle).

A German sniper was being a nuisance by
shooting the sandbags at the top of the trench
and sand was pouring onto the men below. My

_grandfather decided to have a shot at this sniper
and stood up on the firing step.

He saw the flash of the sniper's gun and fired at it
but another German sniper was watching and

.- fired at the flash of my grandfather's rifle. The::
bullet hit the magazine, which exploded in my
grandfather's face!

My grandfather lost his eye but he was sent
home. As a boy, | remember seeing his glass ey
watching me from a glass of water by his bed e
' g 's. 3 replica First Wortd way
Periscope in The Trench at
Newarke Houses Museum,
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Print onto thin card
t along all solid lines and score
g all dotted lines before
ing, insert mirrors where
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